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Description:

Charlemagne, Frederick Barbarossa, Emperor Frederick II.The history of Germany is full of famous figures who defined the history of Europe
throughout the Middle Ages.Yet, apart from a few well-known leaders, little is often known about medieval Germany.Ernest F. Henderson’s A
History of Germany in the Middle Ages aimed to rectify this by bringing to the fore a full history of Germany from the fourth century to the
thirteenth century.Henderson explains how the power vacuum left in the wake of the Romans the Frankish kingdom, which became centred in
Aachen under Charlemagne, emerged.Drawing upon a wide variety of sources Henderson is able to detail how the loose collection of states in
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what we would now call Germany were able to come together and form the Holy Roman Empire.Rather than focusing solely on the more famous
and successful leaders of the Germanic states, Henderson also uncovers less powerful rulers such as Henry IV, who was in constant conflict with
Pope Gregory VII and had to fight numerous civil wars to remain in control.Henderson places the German states within the context of medieval
Europe and explains how various Emperors fought back invaders from the East, led wars against France and the northern Italian states, struggled
against the influence of the popes and kept order within their borders.A History of Germany in the Middle Ages is essential reading for anyone
interested in medieval Europe and the role of the Germanic states and leaders within it.Ernest F. Henderson was an American historian who
focused mainly on the history of Germany. A History of Germany in the Middle Ages was first published in 1894. His other works include: Blücher
and the uprising of Prussia against Napoleon, 1806-1815, Select historical documents of the middle ages and Germanys fighting machine; her
army, her navy, her air-ships, and why she arrayed them against the allied powers of Europe. Henderson died in 1928.

This is classic great man history, focusing mainly on emperors and popes. Given my general lack of any knowledge about early medieval Germany,
though, it served as an excellent overview. Prof. Henderson is a very engaging writer whose personality shows through. And, given when it was
written, there were very few places where he seemed out of touch with modern sensibilities. Of course, there has been an enormous amount of
research done since this was written, but as a (free) introduction, it was more than worth the time. My only complaint is that, I suppose following
late 19th century usage, he referred to certain cities by their French rather than German names. I was halfway through before I realized that
Mayence was Mainz. But then, maybe Im just slow.
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